
 

Glory of Bharath
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Ganga arrogantly fell on Shiva's head. But Shiva calmly trapped her in his hair and let her out in small 
streams. The touch of Shiva further sanctified Ganga. As Ganga travelled to the nether-worlds, she created 
a different stream to remain on Earth to help purify unfortunate souls there. She is the only river to follow 
from all the three worlds - Swarga (heaven), Prithvi (earth) and, Patala (neitherworld or hell). Thus is called 
"Tripathaga" (one who travels the three worlds) in Sanskrit language. Because of Bhagiratha's efforts Ganga 
descended on to earth and hence the river is also known as Bhagirathi, and the term "Bhagirath prayatna" is 
used to describe valiant efforts or difficult achievements.  
 
Another name that Ganga is known by is Jahnavi. Story has it that once Ganga came down to earth, on her 
way to Bhagiratha, her rushing waters created turbulence and destroyed the fields and the sadhana of a 
sage called Jahnu. He was angered by this and drank up all of Ganga's waters. Upon this, the Gods prayed 
to Jahnu to release Ganga so that she could proceed on her mission. Pleased with their prayers, Jahnu 
released Ganga (her waters) from his ears. Hence the name "Jahnavi" (daughter of Jahnu) for Ganga.

 
Yamuna

 

Yamuna river giving passage to Vasudeva and Lord Krishna 

The Yamuna is a major tributary river of the Ganges in northern India. With a total length of around 1,370 
kilometers (851 mi), it is the largest tributary of the Ganges. 
 
Its source is at Yamunotri, in the Uttarakhand Himalaya, which is north of Haridwar in the Himalayan 
Mountains. It flows through the states of Delhi, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh, before merging with the Ganges 
at Allahabad. The cities of Baghpat, Delhi, Noida, Mathura, Agra, Etawah, Kalpi, Hamirpur, Allahabad lie on 
its banks. The major tributaries of this river are the Tons, Chambal, Betwa, and Ken, with the Tons being the 
largest. The goddess of the river, also known as Yami, is the sister of Yama, god of death, and the daughter 



The Saraswathi River is one of the chief Rigvedic rivers mentioned in ancient Hindu texts. The Nadistuti 
hymn in the Rigveda (10.75) mentions the Sarasvati between the Yamuna in the east and the Sutlej in the 
west, and later Vedic texts like Tandya and Jaiminiya Brahmanas as well as the Mahabharata mention that 
the Sarasvati dried up in a desert.  
 
The Saraswathi River is mentioned 72 times in the Rigveda, appearing in all books except for book four. 
Sarasvati is mentioned both as the chief of the Sapta Sindhu, the seven major rivers of the early Rigveda, 
and listed in the geographical list of ten rivers in the Nadistuti sukta of the late Rigveda, and it is the only 
river with hymns entirely dedicated to it. 
 
The Rigveda describes the Sarasvati as the best of all the rivers. Rigveda calls it "the Seventh, Mother of 



of a river with masculine gender: all other Rigvedic rivers are female, not just grammatically, being 
imagined as goddesses and compared to cows and mares yielding milk and butter. The name Indus is a 
Latinization of Hindu, in turn the Iranian variant of Sindhu, the name of the Indus in the Rigveda.  
 

The Europeans used the name "India" for the 
entire Indian Subcontinent based on Indos, 
the Greek appellation of this river. Originating 
in the Tibetan plateau in the vicinity of Lake 
Mansarovar in China, the National River runs a 
course through the Ladakh district of Jammu 
and Kashmir and then enters Azad Kashmir 
within the administrative division of Northern 
Areas (Gilgit-Baltistan), flowing through the 
North in a southerly direction along the entire 
length of the country, to merge into the 
Arabian Sea near Pakistan's port c ity of 
Karachi. 
 

T h e  Indus Valley Civilization (mature period 2600-1900 BCE), abbreviated IVC, was an ancient 
civilization in South Asia that flourished around the Indus River basin. Primarily centered along the Indus 
river, the civilization encompassed most of what is now Pakistan, mainly the provinces of Sindh, Punjab and 
Balochistan, as well as extending into modern day Indian states of Gujarat, Haryana, Punjab and Rajasthan. 
Remains have been excavated from Afghanistan, Turkmenistan and Iran, as well. The mature phase of this 
civilization is known as the Harappan Civilization as the first of its cities to be unearthed was from 
Harappa in Pakistan. Excavation of IVC sites have been ongoing since 1920, with important breakthroughs 
occurring as recently as 1999. 

 
 
Kaveri
The Kaveri River is one of the major rivers of India, which is considered sacred by Hindus. The origin of the 
river is traditionally placed at Talakaveri, Kodagu district in the Western Ghats in the state of Karnataka, 
flows generally south and east through Karnataka and Tamil Nadu and across the southern Deccan plateau 
through the southeastern lowlands, emptying into the Bay of Bengal through two principal mouths. After the 
river leaves the Kodagu hills and flows onto the Deccan plateau, it forms two islands, Srirangapatna and 
Shivanasamudra. At Sivasamudra Island the river drops 320 ft (98 m), forming the famous Sivasamudram 
Falls known separately as Gagana Chukki and Bhara Chukki. Asia's first hydroelectric plant (built in 1902) 
was on the left falls and supplied power to the city of Bangalore.

 

There are several legends about how the river 
Kaveri came into being. According to the most 
well known version, when the great ocean was 
churned by the devas and the asuras in order 
to obtain amrita, the elixir of life, Lord Vishnu 
created Mohini, a non-pareil of infinite charm 
and appeal, to distract the asuras and restore 
the elixir to the devas. Goddess lakshmi also 
sent along Lopamudre, an incarnation of 
Parvathi, to assist Mohini. After the elixir was 
successfully restored to the devas Mohini 
retired to Brahmagiri and turned into a rocky 
cave. Lopamudre was brought up by Brahma 
as his daughter. After some time Kavera, a 
sage of renown, came to the Brahmagiri to 
meditate. Kavera was lonely and prayed to 
Lord Brahma that he might bless him with a child. Brahma was pleased by his devotion and gave him 
lopamudre for a daughter. Lopamudre was renamed Kaveri after the sage. 
 
Kaveri was very keen that her father should have every happiness and prosperity in life and a blessed land 
full of good and happy people. So she went to the Brahmagiri too and prayed to Lord Brahma that she might 
turn into a river and flow through the country, pouring her blessings on the people and turning the land 
green and fertile. She also prayed that her waters might be so holy that all those who took a dip in it might 
be absolved of all their sins. Brahma granted her both the boons readily and Kaveri was really happy. 

 

But something else was to happen to her first. 
Sage agastya happened to see Kaveri when 
she was deep in meditation on the Brahmagiri. 
He fell in love with her and asked her to marry 
him. Although her heart was set on turning 
into a river of blessings, Kaveri could not 
refuse agastya. But she made him promise 
that if ever she left her alone too long she 
would have the right to forsake him and go 
her way. Agastya promised and kept his word 
faithfully for some time. But one day he got 
busy in a theological discussion with his 
disciples and lost track of time.  
 

Kaveri waited patiently for a while but after some hours had passed she jumped into agastya's special holy 
tank and flowed from it like a river. As soon as the disciples of of agastya saw what had happened they tried 
to stop her from flowing away. But Kaveri promptly went underground and appeared again at Bhaganda 
Kshetra and flowed on toward Valambari and finally into the Bay of Bengal. And it has been worshipped as a 
sacred river - thoughout its course - ever since. 
 
There is yet another interesting belief according to which the river ganga also joins Kaveri underground once 
a year, during the Tulamasa, in order to wash herself free of the pollution caused by the crowds of sinners 



who bathe in her waters all the year round. Kaveri is considered to be as sacred as the ganga throughout its 
course, with the same power to wash off all one's sins. But Bhagamandala, where the three rivers meet, is 
considered to be the most sacred spot of all. There are temples all along its banks visited by thousands of 
pilgrims. Kaveri is joined by several rivers, the most important ones being Kakkabe, Kadanur, Kummahole, 
Hemavathi, Lakshmanatirtha, Shimsha etc, it flows into the Bay of Bengal in Thanjavur district in Tamilnadu. 

 

Goddess Kaveri

After assuming the form river, Kaveri performed another tapas to become the sacred of rivers, more sacred 
than even the Ganges. Her tapas was answered and Lord Vishnu appears before her. On hearing her wish, 
Lord Vishnu says "Ganges is sacred because she originates from my feet; but you are infinitely more sacred 
to her as I adorn you as my garland". Upon this blessing, it is said that even Ganges is said to come 
underground, once a year, to Kaveri to cleanse herself. To this day, Vaishnavites regard Kaveri, the river 
that holds Srirangam in her bosom, as the most sacred of rivers. Vaishnavaites lovingly regard Kaveri as 
the mother of Ranganayaki, the divine consort of Lord Ranganatha of Srirangam.


